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1 . IF AMBASSADOR HAS NO OBJECTION, DEPARTMENT REQUESTS 
THAT FOLLOWING THIRD PERSON NOTE BE PREPARED BY EMBASSY 
FOR TRANSMITTAL TO FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

2. COMPLIMENTARY OPENING. QUOTE AND HAS THE HONOR TO 
TRANSMIT THE FOLLOWING RESPONSE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE TO THE LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 1, 1977 FROM THE 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF COSTA RICA 
TO DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE NEGROPONTE: 
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3. THE DEPARTMENTS OF STATE AND COMMERCE HAVE STUDIED 
WITH INTEREST THE LETTER OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
CONCERNING UNITED STATES REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE 
IMPORTATION OF YELLOWFIN TUNA INTO THE UNITED STATES. 

BOTH DEPARTMENTS AGREE THAT OUR TWO NATIONS ARE IN ACCORD 
ON A NUMBER OF POINTS. FOR INSTANCE: 
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- THE COSTA RICAN EMPHASIS ON THE NEED FOR AN INTER 
NATIONAL SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF PORPOISE MORTALITY 

INCIDENTAL TO SEINING FOR TUNA IS CONSISTENT WITH THE 
LONG-TERM IDEAL CONTEMPLATED BY US LAW AND POLICY. 

- THE UNITED STATES AGREES THAT THE RESULTS OF THE 
SPECIAL INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION MEETING 
JUNE 27-29, 1977 INDICATE A SIGNIFICANT STEP FORWARD IN 
EFFORTS TO DEVELOP AN EFFECTIVE INTERNATIONAL PORPOISE 
PROTECTION PROGRAM. 

- A NATION'S SUPPORT FOR SUCH INTERNATIONAL MEASURES IS 
TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT AS A VERY SIGNIFICANT FACTOR BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE IN DETERMINING THAT SUCH NATION 
IS UNDERTAKING GOOD FAITH EFFORTS TO CONFORM TO US 
REQUIREMENTS. 

- THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE HAS FOUND THAT 
COSTA RICA MEETS THE ABOVE DEFINITION AND, AFTER SOME 
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION, COULD BE UNAFFECTED BY THE 
EMBARGO PROVISIONS OF US REGULATIONS. 

- THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THESE REGULATIONS WAS, SUBSE- 
QUENT TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S LETTER, EXTENDED ONCE 
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MORE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, TO JANUARY 1, 1978, 

IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL TIME FOR COUNTRIES AFFECTED 
TO OBTAIN FAVORABLE FINDINGS FROM THE NATIONAL MARINE 
FISHERIES SERVICE. 

4. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE OFFICIALS HAVE OFFERED 
TRAINING TO COSTA RICAN FISHERIES OFFICIALS TO ENABLE 
THE GOVERNMENT OF COSTA RICA TO OBTAIN SUCH A FINDING 
IF IT CHOOSES TO DO SO. HOWEVER, WITH REGARD TO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER S REQUEST THAT THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE 
REGULATIONS BE EXTENDED TO PERMIT IMPLEMENTATION OF, 

INTER ALIA, MEASURES TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE IATTC OCTOBER 17-22, 1977, THE DEPARTMENTS 
OF STATE AND COMMERCE NOTE THAT THAT MEETING AND THE XXI 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING FOR THE CONSERVATION OF YELLOW- 
FIN TUNA WERE SUSPENDED WITHOUT FINAL DECISIONS. 

5. THE EMBASSY URGES THE GOVERNMENT OF COSTA RICA TO 
MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PROVIDE U.S. AUTHORITIES WITH THE 
DOCUMENTATION NECESSARY TO PERMIT COSTA RICA TO EXPORT 
YELLOWFIN TUNA TO THE U.S. AFTER JANUARY 1, 1978. IN 

THIS CONNECTION, COSTA RICA MAY BE INTERESTED TO KNOW 
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THAT OTHER NATIONS WITH CONCERNS SIMILAR TO THOSE OF 
COSTA RICA, SUCH AS MEXICO, ECUADOR, PANAMA, NICARAGUA 
AND OTHERS, HAVE ALREADY PROVIDED OR INDICATED THEY ARE 
PREPARED TO PROVIDE THE DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED BY U.S. 

LAW. HOWEVER, IF COSTA RICA DOES NOT WISH TO EXPORT 
YELLOWFIN TUNA TO THE UNITED STATES AFTER JANUARY 1, 1978 
IT IS UNDERSTANDABLE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF COSTA RICA 
MAY NOT WISH TO APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION OF ITS CONFORMANCE 
WITH UNITED STATES LAW AND REGULATION. IF AT ANY TIME 
THE GOVERNMENT OF COSTA RICA WISHES TO MAKE SUCH APPLICA- 
TION, THE DEPARTMENTS OF STATE AND COMMERCE WOULD BE 
PLEASED TO ASSIST IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE. END QUOTE, 
COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE. 
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